84                      SOUTHLATITUDE
sun the whales quickly became rotten so that they were
never allowed to remain lying long in the water. Also the
harbour authorities forbade the companies to keep a whale
lying at the slip for more than twenty-four hours. After
that time the tugs took possession of it and towed it out to
sea, such is the horror that Durban has of this whale business.
Therefore the two stations worked continuously employing
hordes of Zulus in two shifts. One shift worked from seven
to five during the day and the other from seven to five during
the night. So that the standard we set ourselves in South
Georgia and the principle that we must miss no whale that
came to the station soon went by the board. We worked
with the day shift.
The two companies each had a fleet of four catchers and
they brought the whales into the harbour at all hours of the
day and night. There was a slipway near the ferry landing-
stage on the Bluff and up this the whales were hauled on to a
low truck. If the whale was a large one, two trucks were
needed to take it. They were chained on to this forbidding
tumbril and, at a signal, went clattering and swaying away
along the single line of railway, pulled by a snorting tank
engine. Sometimes as we were stumbling along the track
to the whaling station this hearse would come snorting past
us as we hopped off the track out of its way. If we saw it
stop at the Union Company's factory we had to run the last
few hundred yards along the track, cursing, to get to the
station before the shouting Zulus had set upon the whale and
torn it limb from limb. But often, to our relief, it went
hurtling and swaying past the Union station and diminished
down the track towards Lever Brothers5 factory. Often the
whale train jumped the track. Then there was rage at the
whaling station and, as the day passed and the breakdown
gang went leisurely on with its work, dozens of whales
accumulated at the slipway in imminent danger of being
high-handedly removed by the harbour tugs.
The two whaling stations were staffed by Norwegians an